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NOTICE.

According to Cardinal Villecourt’ it was in 1771, the
ninth year of his episcopate, and the seventy-fifth of his
age, that St. Alphonsus published this collection ot
Abridged Serinons for Sundays

In a table, which we have placed n the preceding
volume, page 342, St. Alphonsus indicates the use that
we may make of these sermons in missions and re-
treats.  To it should be added the abundant material
offered in the other volumes, which may be profitable
for sermons on all kinds of subjects, such as the various
feasts of the year, especially those of the Blessed Virgin,
etc.—ED.

V ie ot Inst. S. Alph. 1. 6, p. 1, ch. 5.







Abridged Sermons for all the Gundans of the Dear.



Aim of the Work.

Tue present work is entitled, ABRIDGED SERMONS FOR
ALL rie Stypavs iy ik Year. Theyvare called dbridged
Sermons, hecause, although cach contains abundant mat-
ter for a sermon, the sentiments are briefly expressed-
not, however, so briefly as to render the sense obscure.
Hence the work may be used for spiritual reading.  Dif-
fuseness has been purposely avoided, that the preacher
may extend the subject treated i the way that may ap-
pear best to him. A\ preacher will scarce ever deliver,
with zeal and warmth, sentiments whiclhi he has not
made in some manner his own.  Hence the matter of
cach sermon has been condensed into a small compass
that the preacher may extend it according to his pleas-
ure, and thus make 1t his own,

In cach sermon there are many passages from Scrip-
ture and the holy Fathers, and a variety of reflections-—
perhaps too many for a single discourse —that the reader
may select what will be most pleasing to him. The
style is easy and simple, and therefore well adapted to
render the preaching of the divine Word conducive o
the salvation of souls.



Instructions to Preachers,

1. The End that One should Propose to One’s Self.

In the first place, the preacher, if he wishes his preach-
ing to produce abundant fruit, should propose to him-
self the proper end—that is, 1o preach, not with a view
to obtain honor, applause, or any temporal advantage,
but solely to gain souls to God ; and hence it is neces-
sary, that when he enters upon his exalted office of
divine ambassador, he should proy to God fervently to
inflame his heart with his holy tove; because it is by
this means that his preaching will be pro( tuctive of
much fruit.  The Vencrable Father John d'Avila being
once asked, what was most conducive towards preach-
ing well, clns“uul in these short but expressive words :
“To love Jesus Christ well.” 1t has been therefore
found by experience, that preachers who love Jesus
Christ have often effected more by a single discourse,
than others by several.

St. Thomas of Villanova said, that the words of a ser-
mon should be like so many darts of fire, which \\'mmd
and inflame the hearers with divine love. “ But how,’
hie subjoined, “can the heart be set on fire by those ser-
mons which, though long and elaborate, i 1ssue, notwith-
standing, from a frozen heart?” St Francis de Sales
observes, that “the Lonqnm s])cal\s to the ecar, but the
heart speaks to the heart.”' Ie proceeds to say, that
when the sentiments do not spring from the heart of
the preacher, it is with diffic ulty they draw the hearts of
others to divine love ; he must himself be first inflamed

L Lettie 218, Jlan. de précher, ch, s,
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Jnustructions to Lreackers. 13

that terrifying discourses are of use to arouse sinners
from the sleep of sin: but we should be persuaded, at
the same time that those who abstain from sin solely
through the fear of punishment will with difficulty per-
severe for a long time. Love is that golden link which
binds the soul to God, and makes it faithful in repelling
temptation and practising virtue. St Augustine said :
“Love and do what thou wishest.™! H who truly loves
God, flies from evervthing displeasing to him, and secks
to please him to the utmost of his power. And here et
us cite that remarkable saving of St. Francis de Sales:
“The love that does not spring from the Passion of
Christ is weak.” By this the saint gives us to under-
stand that the Passion of Christ moves us most effectu-
ally to love him.

Thus it is very use ful, and most conducive to inspire
one with the love of God, to speak to sinuers of the con-
fidence which we should have in Jesus Christ if we
abandon sin. [/ Jdave run the way of Thy commandiments,
when Thou didst enlarge my heart’ When the heart is
dilated with contidence it easily ruus in the way of the
Lord. In like manner the preacher should often speak
of the confidence which we should have in the interces-
sion of the Mother of God.  Besides the discourses de-
livered during the course of the year, on the principal
festivals of the Blessed Virgin Mary—as the Annuncia-
tion, the Assumption, her Patronage. and her Dolors—
fet him oftentimes, in his addresses to the people, incul-
cate upon the minds of his hearers devotion to the
Mother of God. Some preachers have a very laudable
custom of introducing into every sermon something re-
garding the Blessed Virgin, either by relating some
example of graces bestowed on her clients, or of some

!¢ Ama et fac quod vis.”

“Viam mandatorum tuorum cucurri, cum dilatasti cor meum,”—
Ps. exviii. 32.
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act of homage performed by her votaries, or some
prayer which we should offer to her.

Morcover, the preacher should often speak of the
means by which we are preserved in the grace of God ;
such as, the flight from dangerous occasions and wicked
companiouns, the frequenting of the sacraments, and
especially the recommending of ourselves often to God
and the Virgin Mothier, in order to obtain the graces
necessary for salvation, and principally the graces of
perseverance and of the love of Jesus Christ, without
which we cannot be saved. '

The preacher should likewise often speak against bad
confessions, in which sins are concealed through shame.
This is an evil not of rare occurrence, but frequent,
especially in small country districts, an evil which con-
signs innumerable souls to hell. Hence it is very useful
to mention, from time to time, some example of souls that
were damned by wilfully concealing sins in confession.

3. The Parts of the Sermon.*

We shall now speak briefly of the parts of a discourse,
which are nine: the exordium, the proposition, the divi-
sion, the introduction, the proof, the confutation, the
amplification, the peroration or conclusion, the epilogue,
and the appeal to the passions. These are again re-
duced to three principal divisions: 1. The exordium; 2.
The proof, which comprises the introduction that pre-
cedes, and the confutation of the opposite arguments
that follows it; 3. The peroration or conclusion, which
comprises the epilogue, the moral exhortation, and the
appeal to the passions,

L. To the exordinm rhetoricians assign seven parts:

* This number and the two following numbers are a summary of
what is given in the treatise 7%e Exercises of the Missions, Chapter
VIL., Volume XV, page 179,
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the introduction, general proposition, confirmation,
repetition of the proposition, connection, particular
proposition, and division. DBut, commonly speaking,
the substantial parts of the exordium are three: The
general proposition; the connection or the link by
which it is connected witl the particular proposition;
the particular proposition, or the principal one of the
discourse, which includes the division of the points.

Example of an exordiam: *We must work out our
salvation, because there is no alternative ; whosoever is
not saved is damned " that is the general proposition.
“But, to be saved, we must die a happy death :” that is
the connection or application.  “But it is exceedingly
difficult to die a happy death after a wicked life:” and
that is the particular proposition, or principal one of the
discourse, which shouldt be clear, concise, and simple,
and, at the same time, one: otherwise, if unity be not
observed in the proposition, it wounld not be one sermon,
but several; and, therefore, the points into which the
discourse is divided shonld all tend to prove one single
proposition.  For example: “The person who is ad-
dicted to a bad habit is with difficulty saved, because
the bad habit (1) darkens the understanding, (2) hardens
the heart 7 and these will he the two points of the dis-
course.  Let the points be short and few, not exceeding
two, or, at the most, three; and sometines a single point
will be sufficient.  For example: “Mortal sin is a great
evil, because it is an injury done to God ;" or,* He whao
abuses too much the mercy of God will be abandoned
by him.”

I1. The Z’roof, which comprises the body of the dis-
course, should be a perfect syvilogism, without appear-
ing to be so.  The major proposition should be proved
before we pass to the minor; and the minor before
we pass to the conclusion.  This, however, is to be
understood when the major or minor proposition re-
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quires proof; otherwise, when they express truths al-
ready known and certain, it is suflicient to amplify,
without proving them.

As far as regards the order of the proofs, generally
speaking, the authority of the Scriptures and of the hioly
Fathers should be first adduced; then the arguments
from reason; and afterwards the ilinstrations and ex-
amples.  The texts of Scripture should be cited in an
impressive and emphatic manuner. It is better to dwell
on the exposition of one or two texts of Scripture than
to cite many at once without considering well their
import.  The citations from the Fathers should be few
and brief, and containing some sentiment that is strong
and animated and not trivial. After the citations, the
arguments {rom reason should be adduced; concerning
which some assert that the weaker reasons should be
adduced in the first place, and then the stronger; but I
am disposed to adopt the opinion of others who think it
better that the strong arguments should be advanced,
and that the weaker ones should occupy the middle
place; because, were a weak argument adduced in the
beginning, it might make a bad impression on the minds
of the hearers.  After the arguments from reason come
the examples and illustrations. T have said that this
arrangement should be observed ordinarily; but, occa-
sionally, it will be of use to give some one of the before-
mentioned proofs precedence of the others. This must
be left to the discretion of the preacher.

Care should be taken that the transition from one
point to the other be made naturally, without passing
from one thing to another that has no relation to it.
The most ordinary and easiest modes are these: “ Let
us proceed to the other point,” ete.; or “Thus, after
having seen,” etc.  And passing from one argument to
another, you may say: “ Besides, we should consider,”
ete., taking care, as far as it is possible, that the last
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part of the preceding argument has some connection
with the following point or argument,

As regards the amplification of proofs, one is verbal,
which consists in words; another is real, which may
consist either in ¢limax; for example: * It is a virtue to
suffer tribulations with patience—a greater virtue to
desire them; it is a greater still to take delight in them;”
or it may be borrowed from the circumstances of the
subject, or from comparison with another subject of
cqual or minor consideration.  Moral reflections have
their proper place, as we shall remark in the peroration.
It is, however, occasionally allowed, after a satisfactory
proof has been adduced, to address a short exhortation.
This is particularly the case in the sermons of the
Mission in which the audience is generally composed of
rude, uneducated persots, on whom moral exhortation
makes more impression; but these moral exhortations
that are incidentally introduced should not he so long
or so frequent as to render the discourse tedions or
languid.

1. Finally the peroration contains three parts—the
epilogue, the moral exhortation, and the appeal to the
passions.  The epilogue is a recapitulation of the dis-
course, in which the most convincing arguments that
have been already advanced are repeated, but which
must be handled with a view to the movement of the
passions which is to follow; hence the pl'(‘acher. in his
recapitulation, shonld begin to move the passions.

As to the moral exhortation, it may be observed, that
oftentimes the principal fruit of the sermon consists,
especially in discourses addressed to the people, in
explaining the moral truths suitable to the subject of
the discourse with propriety and earnestness.  The
preacher, therefore, should take care to speak against
the most prevalent vices, namely, hatred, impurity,
blasphemy: against evil occasions, wicked companions;

2
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against parents who allow their children to associate
with persons of a different sex: and especially against
mothers who invite young men into their houses to
converse with their daughters. Let him also exhort
the heads of families to remove from their houses bad
books, and particularly novels which insinuate a secret
poison that corrupts vouth. Let him speak against
games of chance whick are the ruin of families and of
souls,

In a word, let the preacher endeavor in his sermons
always to insinuate whatever he can that is practical—
that is, the remedies for the different vices; the means
of persevering in a virtuous life; such as, to avoid dan-
gerous occasions and bad company; o offer violence to
one's self in motions of anger, so as not to break out
into injurious actions or words; by suggesting to the
hearers some form of expression to avoid blasphemies
or imprecations; for example, “ Lord, give me patience !
“Virgin Mary, assist me !” and the like,

Let him recommend the people to join some confra-
ternity, to hear Mass every morning: tn read every day
some spiritual book; every morning to renew the reso-
lition of not offending God, and 1o ask the divine assist-
ance in order to persevere; to make each day a visit to
the Most [Toly Sacrament and the Blessed Virgin before
ene of her pictures; each evening to make the examina.
tion of conscience with an act of sorrow: after having
committed a sin, immediately to make an act of con-
trition and to confess it as soon as possible.  Above all,
let him recommend his hearers to have recourse to God
and to the Blessed Virgin in the time of temptation by
repeating oftentimes the name of Jesus and of Mary,
and continuing to invoke their aid until the temptation
ceases,

These means and remedies should be often repeated
Ly the preacher, and recommended frequently in the
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course of his sermons; and he must not be deterred by
the apprehension of being criticised by some learned
person who may remark that the preacher repeated the
same things. In preaching we must not seek the ap-
plause of the learned, but the divine approbation and
the advantages of souls, and particularly of poor igno-
rant persons, who do not profit so much by thoughts
and arguments as by those easy practices that are sug-
gested and repeated to them. Tuse the word “repeated,”
since those rude and unlettered persons will casily for-
get what they hear unless it is oftentimes repeited to
them.

4. Elocution.

Let young preachers also take care to develop and to
commit to memory their sermons before they deliver
them from the pulpit. To preach extempore is useful,
inasmuch as the discourse becomes thus more natural
and familiar; this, however, is not the case with young
men, but oniy with those who have been in the habit of
preaching for many vears: otherwise, voung men would
contract a habit of speaking without preparation, and
of preaching at random, saying whatever occurred to
them without any order or arrangement.

However, voung preachers shonld take care to develop
their sermous, not in the florid style of elaborate expres-
sion, lofty thoughts, and sounding periods.  Read the
golden treatise on popular eloquence by the celebrated
scholar, Louis Muratori, in which he proves that all ser-
mons addressed to an audience composed of learned
and unlearned should be not only familiar but also
popular; composed in an casy and simple style, such as
the people are in the habit of using: avoiding, however,
all Tow and vulgar expressions, which are not suited to
the dignity of the pulpit. “The people,” says Muratori,
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tare composed for the most part of the ignorant; if
you address to them abstruse doctrines and reflections,
and use words and phrases that are not adapted to
ordinary comprehensions, what {ruit do you hope for
from persons who do not anderstand vou? Wiherefore,
the practice of those preachers will never be conform-
able to the rules of the art, or the principles of genuine
cloquence, who, instead of accommodating themselves
to the Timited capacity of so many of their hearers,
appear to study to make themselves intelligible to the
learned only: as if they were ashamed to make them-
selves understood by the poor, who have as good a right
to the word of God as the learned.  Nay more, a Chris-
tian preacher is bound to cach one of his hearers in par-
ticular, as if there were no others who heard him.,  1e
who employs lofty reasoning, and is not careful 1o make
himself understood by all, betrays the cause of God and
his own duty, and disregards the spiritual necessities of
a great part of his audience.”  Tence the Council of
Trent preseribes to all parish priests to compose their
discourses in a manner adapted to the capacity of their
audience: *“ Avchpriests, curates, . . . either personally
by others who are competent, shall feed the people
committed to them with wholesome words.””

St Irancis de Sales said * that select language and
sounding periods are the bane of sacred eloquence; and
the principal reason of this is, that sermons composed
in this style have not the divine sanction and concur-
rence. They may be of use to the learned, but not to
the illiterate, who generally constitute the principal
part of every audience.  On the other hand, sermons
composed in a familiar style are useful to the illiterate

“ Archipreshyteri ¢t parochi per se vel alios idoncos, plebes sibi
commissas pro carum capacitate, pascant salutaribus verbis,”— Sess. v.
cap. ii. de Reform,

2 Lettre 218, Mun. de priécher, ch. 5, a. 1.
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as well as to the learned. Muratori adds that when
the preacher addresses only the humbler classes, or
country people, he should make use of the most popu-
lar and familiar style possible, in order to accom-
modate himself to the gross understanding of such
ignorant persons. Ile says that the preacher, when
speaking to those rude people, should imagine himself
to be one of them, who was desirous to persnade acom-
panion of something; that, on this account also, the
periods of sermons addressed to the common people
should be concise and loose, so that whoever has not
caught the meaning of the first sentence, may be able
to comprehend the second.  This cannot be done when
the sentences are tong and connected; for then who-
ever does not understand the first period will not under-
stand the second nor the third.

Muratori also observes, that in preaching to the
people it is very useful to make frequent use of the
figure catled antiphora ; by which a question is asked,
and replied to by the speaker.  For example: < Tell me
why so many sinners relapse, after confession, into the
same sins? I will tell you: Because they do not re-
move the dangerous occasions of sin.” It is also useful
oftentimes to call on the hearers to attend to what is
said, and especially to certain things that are more im-
portant. For example: “ O good God! Thou comest
to us in order to save us, and we flee from Thee to

’

destroy ourselves.” It is useful likewise to repeat with
emphasis some striking maxim of religion; as, for ex-
ample: “There is no alternative: sooner or later we
must die—sooner or later we must die;” or, “My
brethren, it is certain that after this life we must be
eternally happy or eternally miserable.”

1 do not enlarge more on this subject, which T deem

most important, as I have found it necessary to write
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more at length on it in an apologetic letter which I
published " in reply to a religious who censured me for
approving of sermons composed in a simple and popular
style. T there premised in a sufficient manner whatever
Muratori has observed on this subject, and subjoined
what the holy Fathers have written on it, as far as [ was
able to discover 1 pray the reader not to omit to read
this letter: it is an uncommon little treatise, which con-
tains matter not treated by any preceding writer,

5. Pronunciation and Gesture.

I do not, however, deem it right to omit to say some-
thing on the modulation of the voice, and on the ges-
ture which should be used in preaching.

As regards the voice, the preacher should avoid
speaking in an inflated tone, or in a monotonous and
invariably loud tone of voice. What moves and engages
the attention of the hearers is, to speak at one time in
astrong, at another time in a middle voice, and at an-
other in a low voice, according as it suits the sentiment
that is expressed, but without any sudden or violent
fall or elevation: now to exclaim; now to pause: and
now to resume with a sigh.  This variety of tone and
manuer keeps the audience always attentive,

The preacher shiould avoid gesture that is affected, or
oftentimes repeated in the same form, or too vehement,
with much agitation of the body.  The arms should be
moved with moderation, Ordinarily the right hand
should be used: the left but seldom. The hands should
not be raised above the head, nor too much extended
sideways, nor held too confined. In delivering the ex-
ordium the preacher should remained stationary, and
should not move from a middle position in the pulpit.

! See at the beginning of Volume XV.
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In delivering the first sentence he should not use ges-
ture: in the second, he should only begin to move the
right hand, keeping the left resting on the pulpit or the
breast. Let him take care not to keep the arms at-
tached close to the sides, or to raise them both at the
same time in form of a cross, or throw them behind the
shoulders. e must rarely strike them against euach
other or against the pulpit. to stamp the feet is very
unbecoming. The motion of the head should corre-
spond with that of the hand, accompanying it in the
direction in which it moves. Tt isa fault to twist the
head, or move it too often or too violently, or to hold
it always raised, or always inclined upon the Dbreast.
The eyes should accompany the motion of the head:
hence it is a fault to keep them always closed or cast
down, or fixed immovably in one direction It may be
permitted sometimes to sit down, but it should be sel-
dom. The same may be said of moving back and for-
ward; but the preacher should never run from one side
of the pulpit to the other. Ile should, for the most
part, speak from a middle position, so as to be scen
equally from either side; but it 1s useful to mcline
occasionally to the right or left, without, however, turn-
ing the back to the opposite direction.

6. The Length of the Sermon and other Remarks.

The Lenten sermons should not exceed an hour, and
the Sunday discourses should not occupy more than
three quarters of an hour; but the parochial instruc-
tions should not be longer than half an hour, including
the act of contrition, to which, ordinarily, i1t is advisable
to accustom the common people; making them, at the
close of the sermon, have iecourse to the Mother of
God, to ask of her some particular grace, such as holy
perseverance, a happy death, the love of Jesus Christ,
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and the like. Nor does it signify, thatin order to make
room for the act of contrition, the time of the sermon
must be shortened; for these acts are the most precious
fruit to be derived from it.

It were well that the preacher should sometimes ex-
hort the hearers to relate toothers what they have heard
in the sermon; as by this means it may be made useful
even to those who have not heard it.



Abridged Jcvmons for all the Sundans of the Dear.
SERMON L
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT,.

: The General Judgment.®

“ Et videbunt Filium hominis, venientem in nubibus ceeli cum virtute
multa ¢t majestate.”

“ And they shall see the Son of man coming in the clowds of heaven
with much power and majesty."—.17a/¢%. xxiv. 30.

AT present God is not known, and, therefore, he is as
much despised by sinners as if he could not avenge,
whenever he pleases, the injuries offered to him.  The
wicked (ooketh upon the Almighty as if 1e conld do nothing.
But the Lord has fixed a day, called in the Seriptures
“the day of the Lord,” Dies Domind, on which the Eter-
nal Judge will make known his power and majesty.
The Lord, says the psalmist, shall be fnozon when He exe-
cuted judgment*  On this text St. Bernard writes: * The
Lord, who is now unknown while he seeks mercy, shall
be knowr when he executes justice.”” The prophet
Sophonias calls the day of the Lord @ day of wrath—a

' Et quasi nihil posset facere Ommnipotens, westimabant cum.”— Job,
xxii. 7.

# Cognoscetur Dominus judicia faciens,”—2s. ix. 17.

* Cognoscetur Dominus judicia faciens, qui nunc ignoratur miseri-
cordiam queerens.”—72c Grad. hum. ot sup. c. 0.

*Sce Volume L. page 231,
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dav of tribulation and distress—a day of calamity and
misery.

Let us now consider—1  The different appearance of
the just and the unjust; 2. The examination of con-
sciences; and, 3. The sentence pronounced on the elect
and on the reprobate.

I Tue DIvvERENT APPEARANCE OF THE JUST AND OF SINNERS IN
TIE VALLEY OF JOSAPIAT.

This day shall begin with fire from heaven, which will
burn the carth, all men then living, and all things upon
the earth.  Awd the carth and the works which are in it shadl
be bupnt wpt Al shall hecome one hieap of ashes.

After the death of all men: 7% trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall rise again® St Jerome used to say:
“As often as I consider the day of judgment, I tremble.
Whether T eat or drink, or whatever else [ do, that terri-
ble trumpet appears to sound in my ears, ¢ Arise, ve dead,
and come to judgmenty” ' and St. Augustine declared
that nothing banished from him earthly thoughts so
effectually as the fear of judgment.

At the sound of that trumpet the souls of the blessed
shall descend from heaven to be united to the bodies
with which they served God on earth: and the unhappy
souls of the damned shall come up from hell to take
possession again of those bodies with which thev have
offended God.  Oh! how different the appearance of the
former compared with that of the latter! The damned

P Dies irwe, dies illa, dies tribulationis et angustie, dies calamitatis
et miseriwe,”~—Sopk. i. 15.

* ¢ Terra et que in ipsa sunt opera, exurentur.”—2 e/, iii. 10.

#¢ Canct enim tuba, ¢t mortui resurgent.”—1 Cor, Xv, §2.

4 Quoties diem judicii consivero, contremisco,  Sive comedam, sive
bibam, sive aliud faciam, scmper insonare videtur auribus meis illa
terribilis tuba: Surgite, mortui, venite ad judiciom.”—Sz. Jerome, in
MMatth, ¢, v.
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shall appear deformed and black, like so many fire-
brands of helly but Zhe just shall shine as the sun.'  Oh,
how great shall then be the happiness of those who have
mortified their bodies by works of penance!  We may
estimate therr fehicity from the words addressed by ST
Peter of Alcantara, after death, to St Teresa. O happy
penance' which merited for me such glory.”™*

After their resurrection they shall be summoned by
the angels to appear i the valley of Josaphat.  Nuations,
nations. in the valley of destruction, for the day of the Lord
/s near” Then the angels shall come and separate the
reprobate from the clect, placing the latter on the right,
and the former on the left.  Zhe angels shall go out, and
shall separate the wicked from among the Just’  Oh, how
great will then be the confusion which the unhappy
damned shatl sutfer! = What think you,” says the
anthor of the Imperfect Work, = muast be the confusion
of the impious, when being separated from the just, they
shall be abandoned 27 This punishment alone, says St.
Johu Chirysostom, would be sufficient to constitute w hell

for the wicked™ The brother shall be separated from
the hrother, the husband from his wite, the son from the
fatlier, ete

But, behold! the heavens are opened: the angels come
to be present at the general judgment, carrying, as St.
Thomas says, the sign of the cross and of the other in-

UeTune just fulgebunt sicut sob."— e/ xiile 43,

Yoo felix paenitentia, quae tantam mibi promeruait gloriam.”—/n
jus Qffic leel. b,

s+ Populi, populi, in valle coneisionis s quia justa est dies Domini.”
— Jocl, Hil. 14

4+ Exibunt angeli, et separabunt malos de medio justorum.”’ —atth.
Xl 4.

 Quomodo putas impios confundendos, quando, segregatis justis,
fuerint develicti —/Zfone. =4

6 si nibil ulterins paterentur, ista sola verceundia sufficeret eis ad
poenam, " Ffom. 5y i Iatthe CXSIv.
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struments of the Passion of the Redeemer.)  The same
may be mnterved from the twenty-fourth chapter of St
Matthew: dnd then sidd? appear the sicn of the Son of man
i heaven: and icn shall all tribes of the carth mowrn’?
Sinners shall weep at the sion of the cross: for, as St
John Chrysostom savs, the natls will complain of them;
the wounds and the cross ot Jesus Christ will speak
against them.’

Most hioly Mary. the Queen of saints and angels, shall
come to assist at the last judgment: and lastly, the
eternal Judge shall appear i the clonds, full of splen-
dor and muajesty  JLnd they shall see the Son of san cont-
Tyt the clowds af hcaien woith much poiocr and majestvt Oh,
how great shali be the agony of the reprobate at the
sight of the judgee! A thedr prescice, says the prophet
J\)t']. ///.‘/ dorr

Jerome, the presence of Jesus Chivist will give the repro-

shall be dx griczens pains.  According to St,

bate more pain than hell inselt. =Tt would,” he says,
“be casier for the damned 1o bear the torments of hell

b

than the presenee of the Lord” [Tence on that day

the wicked shall. according to St John, call on the
mountains to fall on them and o hide them from the
sight of the judge.  cdud thev shall sav o i mecntains
and Hhe rocks: Lall wpon ws, and hide us from the face of £lim
hal siltclin on the ione, and from the wrath of the Lamb.’

b

Vericnte Domino wl judicium, signum erucis ot adia passionis i
dicia demonstrabunrur, = (omp. (deod p.o1.co 2.

= B tme parebit signume Filii lominis in coedo s et tune plangent
omnes tribus werrie, "—l1/attd . XSiv. S0,

CtClavi de te conquerentur; Cleatrices contra e foquentur, Crux
Chiristi contra te perorabit.™

B videbunt Fidlum hominis venientem in nubibus ceeli, cum vir- .

tute multa et majestate, == 17q/0 . sxiv. 30, ’

S0 A facie ejus cruciabuntur populi,”— /ol 1. G

* Damnatis melius esset inferni paenas, quaan Domini presentiam,
ferre,™

P Dicunt montibus ¢t petris Coedite super nos. el abscondite nos a

= Sy

facie scdentis super thronuny ¢t ab fra Aeni
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o Tt EXAMINATION 0OF CONSCUENCE.

The judyment sat, and the books were opened.” The books
of conscience are opened, and the judgment begins,
The Apostle says, that the Lord will bring to light the
* And, by the mouth of his
prophet, Jesus Christ has said: 7 will scarch ferusalem
with lamps”  The hght of the lamp reveals all that is
hidden.

Dadden things of darkness.

¢ A judgment,” says St John Chrysostom, ™ terrible
to sinners, but desirable and sweet 1o the just.”’ The
last judgment shall fill sinners with terror, but will be
a source of joy and sweetness to the elect: for God will
then give praise to vach one accovding to his works.”
The Apostle tells ns that on that dayv the qust will be
ransed above the elouds to he united o the angels, and
to increase the nnmber of those who pay homage to the
Lord.  IFe shall be taken up together woith then in e clonds
to mect Christ, into e air.

Worldlings now regard as fools the saints who led
mortified and humble Hves; but then they shall confess
their own lollv, and sax: [ fools estecnted el (e mad-
ness, and therr cad weillhond honor, Lefiold howe ey are
wumbered anons the chilidren of Godoand Heir Lol N Aoy

the savils Ta this world the rich and the noble are
called happys: bt true happiness consists in a life of
sanctity Rejoree ve sottls who live in tribulation;

U Judicium sedit, et lib aperti sunt.'—/an Vil 10

2 [luminabit abscondita tenehrarum. ™ —1. Cor v, 2

Serutabor Jerusalem in lucernis."—Soz2 12,

£+ Terribile judicium, sed  peccatoribus,  justis autem optabile et

suave.”

s>« Ft tune laus erit unicuique a Deo =1 Cor ive 3.

6 « Rapicmur cum illis n nubibus obviam Christo in agra. s 1 4 Jasse
. 10,

1+ Nos nsensati. vitam illorum mstimabamus insaniam, ct finem
Horum sine honore . cece quomorlo computati sunt inter filios Dei, et
nter Sanctos sors iliorum est.” = Sup. v g
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Your serrow shall be turncd into sov.In the valley of
Josaphat you shall be scated on thrones of lory.

But the reprobate, ke goats destined for the slaughter,
shall he placed on the left to await their last condemna-
tion.  On the day of judgment there is no hope of
mercy for poor sinners. says St. John Chrysostom.*
St Augustine savs: * Great is alreacdy the punishment
of sin when the fear of the future divine judgment is
lost.”" The greatest punishiment of sin in those who
live in enmity with God, is (o lose the fear and remems-
brance of the divine judgment. Continue, continue,
says the Apostle, to live obstinately in sing but in pro-
portion to vour obstinacy vou shall have accumulated
for the day of jndement a treasire of the wrath of God.
Bul according to thy hardiess and npenitent keart thou
Lreasurest up to Lovsel) wrath agamst the day of wrath.

Then sinners will not be able to hide themselves: but,
with insulferable paiu, they shall he compelled to appear
in judgment. ¢ To lie hidden,” says StoAnselin, » will
be impossible: 1o appear will be intolerable.” The
devils will perform their oftice of accusers, and, as St
Augustne savs, will say to the Judge *Most just God,
declare him to be mine who was unwilling to be vours,””
The witnesses against the wicked shall be (1) their own
conscience— 7heir consciconce bearing witiess to them, ' (2)
the very walls of the honse in which they sinned shall
cry out against them — Z%e stone shall cavout of the wall, "

P Tristitia vestra vertewur in gaudium. "~ jo, xvi, 20,

T Judicii tempus misericordiam non i‘m‘ip.fl." —Llone. 52,

Magna jam est pana peceati, metum ot memoriam divini per-
didisse judiciin, —Soe. 154, n. S, Fdit. Bened., app.

* Secundum autem duritiam tuam et impaenitens cor, thesaurizas
tibi iram in dic e ot revelationis Justi judicii Dei”— Ao, ii. s,

® CLatere erit impossibile. apparere intolerabile,” — 1704t ¢, a.

* o Judica meum esse quituus esse noluit, " — /e Seelut. doc. ¢, 62,

" Testimonium reddente illis conscientia ipsorum.”— Low, ii. 13,

X

' Lapis de paricte clamabit.”"— fHutae, i, 11.
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(3) the Judge himself will say -/ am the judge and the
witness, saith the Lord ' Tlence, according to St. Augus-
tine, ** He who is now the witness of your life shall be
the judge of vour cause.””

To Christians -particularly he will say: [Foe to thee,
Corosain, woe to thee, Bethsaida; for if in Lvre and Sidon
had been wrought the miracles that have been wronght o you,
f//e’}' had /1),’1“\’ ayo Jdone peridnce orosackcloth and ashes.’
Christians, he will say, if the graces which T have
bestowed on vou had been given to the Turks or to the
Pagans, they would have done penance for their sins;
but vou have ceased to sin only with your death. He
shall then manifest to all men their most hidden crimes.
7 widll discover thy shame to thy face  1le will expose to
view all their secvet impurities, injustices, and cruelties.
7 will set all thy abominations against ticee.  bach of the
damned shall carry his sins written on his {orehead.

What excuses can save the wicked on that day?  Ah!
they can offer no excuses. AU fniquity shall stop her
mouth.”  Their very sins shall close the mouth of the
reprobate, so that they will not have courage to excuse
themselves.  They shall pronounce their own con-
demuation.

3. SENTENCE OF THE ELECT AND o 711 REFROBATL.

St. Bernard says that the sentence of the elect and
their destiny to eternal glory shall be first declared, that

1< Ego sum judex et testis, dicit Dominus.”"— /7. xxix. 23.
2 Ipse erit judex causie tue, qui modo est testis vite tuge, " —Serne.
(SRR

4 ¢ Ve tibi Corozain ' vie tibi Bethsaida ' quia, st in Tyro et Sidone
factie essent virtutes quéie factie sunt in vobis, olim in cilicio et cinere
peenitentiam egissent,”’—Matth. xi. 21,

4« Revelabo pudenda tua, in facie tua’ —VZ il 5.

5

5 ¢ Ponam contra te, omnes abominationes tuas,” —

5 <COmnis iniquitas oppilabit os suwm. " —/7% evioge.
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the pains of the reprobate may be mereased by the sight
of what they lost.” Jesus Christ, then, shall first turn
to the elect, and with a serene countenance shall say:
Come, ve blessed of My Father, possess the kingdom prepared
Jor vou from the foundation of the iworld  1le will then

bless all the tears shed through sorrow for their sins.
and all their good works, their pravers, mortifications,
and Communions: above all, Tre will biess for them the
paius of his Passion and the blood shed for ther salva-
tion.  And, after these benedictions, the elect, singing
alleluias, shall enter paradise to praise and love (rod for
eternity.

The Judge shall then turn to the reprobate, and shall
pronounce the sentence of their condemnation in these
words,  Depart from Me, vou cursed, into exverlasting fire.”
They shall then be forever accursed, separated from
God, and sent to burn forever in the fire of hell.  And
these shall go Duto cocrlasting punishment: but the just into
/l/z ('F‘z'//./l;\‘/f’/[‘\' '

After this sentence, the wicked shall, according to St
Ephrem. be compelied 1o take leave forever of their
relatives, of paradise, of the saints, and of Mary the
divine Mother *Farewell, ve just ! Farewell, O cross!
Farewell, O Paradise ! Farewell, fathers and brothers:
we shall never see yvou again!  PFarewell, O Mary,
mother of God!" © Then a great pit shall open in the
middle of the valley: the unhappy damned shail be east

< Prius

acrins do!

benedicti vocabuntur in regnum, quo videljcet (reprobi)

ant, videntes quid amiserint.”—/77 s xe. <08, no 7.
< Venite, benedicti patris mei; possidete paratum vobis regnum a
constitutione mundi, " -— /w0l xxv. 34,
0 Discedite aome, maledicti, inignem wternum, ' — 17/t 4, XXV, 4T,
40kt ibunt Wi in supplicium wternum. justt autem in vitam ater-
nam. =/l gh,
P Valete, Justi ! vale, Crux! vale, Paradise! valete, patres ac filii!
nullum siquidem vestrom visuri sumus ultrne Vale, tu queque, Dei
Genitrix, Maria =S¢ Zph De Paries Torm. inf.
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into it, and shall see those doors shut which shall never
again be ope ned. O accursed sin! o what a miserable
end will yvou oue day conduct so many <ouls redeemed
by the blood of Jesas Christ. O unnappy souls ! for
whom is prepared such a melancholy end.  But, breth-
ren, hove confidence.  Jesus Christ is now a Father,
and not a judge. e is readyv to pardon all who re-
pent.  Let us then instantly ask pardon from him.

Let the preacher here proposce for the people an act of sor-
FOw, @ purpose (\1’ amendment. and a praver to Jesus and to

Mary for the ¢ift of holy 1)\‘1'«'\&':‘:11)‘:\‘. Let him repeat the
came at the end of every sermnon.

* See at the end of Jastruactions to [reachers, page 23.
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SERMON IT1.
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT,

The Advantages of Tribulations.*

** Joannes autem cum audisset in vineulis opera Chrisg.”

““Now when John had hcard in prison of the wonderfui works of

Christ."—.1/atr. ix. 2.

In tribulations God enriches his beloved souls with
the greatest graces  Behold, St John in his chains
comes to the knowledge of the works of Jesus Chist-
When John had heard in prison the worfes of Christ. Great
indeed are the advauntages of tribulations.  Tlhe Topd
sends them 1o us, not because he wishes our mistortune,
but because he desires onr welfare, Ience, when they
come upon us we must embrace them with thanksgiving,
and must not only resign ourselves to the divine will,
but mnst also rejoice that God treats us as he treated
his Son Jesus Christ, whose life upen this earth was
always full of tribulation,

I'shall now show, in the first point, the advantages we
derive from tribulations: and in the sccond, Tshall point
out the manner in which we should bear them

Lo Tie GrREAT ADVANIAGES wi DERvi erovt Tranke i rions

IWhat doth he fnowr that had not been ried 2 A nan that
hath much expericnce shall think of many things. and he that
hath iearned many thixgs shall showe forth wunder standing

P Qui non est tentatus, quid seit > Vir in muhis eXpertus cogiabnt
multa, et qui multa didicit, cnarrabit intellectum, " — /o Zn . NNNIV ()

* See Volume |. PAges 373, 44, 450 1 20y 236 353; VI 203, X,
379
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o

They who live in prosperity, and have no experience ol
adversity. know nothing of the state of their souls.

In the first place, tribulation opens the eyes which
prosperity had kept shut. St Paul remained blind
after Jesus Christ appeared to him, and, during his
blindness, hie perceived the errors in which he lived.
During his imprisonment in Babylon, king Manasses
had recourse to God, was convinced of the malice of his
sins, and did penance for them.  Awnd after that e was
in distress he praved to the Lord his God, and did penaice
exceedinly before the God of his fathers.’ The prodigal,
when he found himsell under the necessity ol feeding
swine, and afflicted with hunger, exclaimed: /7 @/l arise
and go to my father”

Secondly, tribulation takes {rom our hearts all affec-

tions to carthly things. When a mother wishes towean

her infant she puts zall an the paps, to excite his dis-
cust, and induce him to take hetter food. God treats
ws in oa similar manner: to detach us from temporal
goods, he mingles them with gadl, that by tusting its
bitterness we may conceive i dislike for them, and place
our affections on the things of heaven, = God.” savs
St. Augustine, © mingles bitterness with carthly pleas-
ures, that we mayv seek another felicity, whose sweetness
does not decetve.”

Thirdly, they who live in prosperity are molested by
many temptations of pride. of vain-glorv: of desives of
acquiring greater wealth, great honors, and  greater
pleasures.  Tribulations free us from these temptations,
and make us humble and content in the state in which
the Lord has placed us.  Hence the Apostie says: e

Lo Postquam coangustatus est, oravit Dominum Deum suum, ot
coit panitentiam valde coram Do —2 Pur. xxsiii, 12,

S Dixit oL L surgam el ibo ad patrem meum,— /e Xy, 17

e ldeo Deus  felicitatibus terrenis amaritudines miscet,  nt alin
guieratur felicitas, cojus duleedo non est tallax."—Soe 10z, L0
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are chastised by the Lord that we may ol be condemnce sorth
this world.!

Fourthly, by tribulation we atone for the sins we have
committed much better than by voluntary works of
penance. ** Be assured,” savs StoAugustine, @ that God
is a physician, and that tribulation is a salutary medi
cine.” " Oh, low

oreat is the cefficacy of tribulation in
healing the wounds caused by our sins!  Ilence the
same saint rebukes the sinner who complains of God
for sending him tribnlations. **Why,” he savs, * do yon
complain?  What von suffer is a remedy, not a punish
ment.”? Job called those happy men whom God cor-
reets by tribulation: because he heals them with the
very hands with which he strikes and wounds them.
Dlessed is the wman wchom God  correcteth, . Jor i
zooundeth and curcth. e striketh, amnd iis hand shall heal’
Hence, St Paunl glorted in Ins tribulations: 1 glory
also ' tribulations.

Fifthly, by convincing us that God alone is able and
willing to relieve us in our miseries, tribulations remind
us of him, and compel us 1o have recourse to his mercey.
L their afiliction they aidll rise carly to e llence, ad-
dressing the afflicted, the Lord said: Come 2o Mey all vou
that labor and are burdencd and [ woill refresh vou,  Hence
he is called « Aelper in trowbles”  1hen, says David, Z/e

P A Domino corripimur, ul non cam hoe mundo damnemur,”—
I (or, X1 32,

2 ¢ ntelligas, homo, medicun esse Deum, et tribulationem medi-

catnentum esse ad salutem."—/7n s xxi. en. 2, n. 4.

CUnde plangis 2 Quod pateris, medicing est, non poena.”—-/7u Ps. v
4 Beatus homo qui corripitur & Deo . quia ipse vulnerat et
medelur: pereutit, et manus ejus sanabunt.”— ol vo 17
b Sed et gloriamur in tribulationibus, "= Alewz. v 3.

S I tribulatione sua, mane consurgent ad me —Os, vio T,

T Venite ad me qui laboratis el onerati estis, ot ego reficiam vos. U—
Matth. xi. 23,

o

Adjutor in ribulationibus.”— s xlv. 2,
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slezer them, then they sought L, and they returned! When
the Jews were aftlicted, and were slain by their enemies,
they remembered the Lord, and returned to hin

Sixthly, tribulations ¢ sqable us toacquire great merits
before God, by giving us opportunities of exere ising the
virtues of humility, of patience, and of resignation to
the divine will.  The Venerable John d"Avila use «d to
sav, that a single Alessed J e Godoin adversity, is worth
more than a thonsand acts in prospe ritv. ¢ Take away, Y
says St Ambrose, “the contests of the martyrs, and you
have taken away their crowns. 0 Oh, what a treasure
of merit is acquired by patientiy bearing insults, poverty,
and sickness!  Insufts from men were the great objects
of the desires of the saints, who sought to be despized
for the love of Jesas Christ, and thus to be made like
unto him.

How great is the merit gained by bearing with the
inconvenience of poverty! My God and my all]” " says
St Francis of Assisic In expressing this sentiment he
enjoved more of true riches than all the princes of the
earth.  How truly has St Teresa said, that ** the Tess we
have here, the more we shall enjoy hereafter,”  Oh, how
happy is the man who can say from his heart: My Jesus,
Thou alone art sufficient for me! If, savs St John
Chrysostom, you esteem yourse [f unhappy because you
are poor, you are indecd miserable and deserving of
tears; hot because you are poor, but becanse, being
poor, vou do not embrace yvour poverty, and esteem
vourself happy.! By bearing patiently with the pains
of sickness, a great, and perhaps the greater, part of the

Lo Cum oceideret eos, quierebant cum, et revertebantur, et diluculo
venichant ad cum.” =722 Txxvii. 34,

© ¢ Tolle martyrum certamin, wlisti coronas.”—/7n Luc. c. 4.
¢ Deus meus, et omnia”
4 - Sane dignus es laerymis ol hoe guod miserum te existimas, non
Yt L ad LAl hom 2.

ideo quod pauper e,
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crown which is prepared for us in heaven is completed.
The sick sometimes complain that in sickness they can
do nothing: but they err; forin their infirmities they
can do all things by accepting their sufferings with
peace and resignation.  *The Cross of Christ,” says St.
John Chrysostom, “is the Key of paradise.™’

St Francis de Sales used to say - To suffer con-
stantly tor Jesus is the science of the sants; we shall
thus soon become saints.,” Tt is by sufferings that God
proves his servants, and finds them worthy of himsel.
God Jath Iricd thein and found them worthy of Himself.
Hom, says St Paul, the Lord loveth He chastiseth ;o and
Llc scouryeih every son whom He receiveth” Mence, Jesus
Christ once said to St Teresa: ** Be assured that the
souls dearest to My Father are those who suffer the
greatest attlictions.”  Hence Job said . 2/ we have re-
coiied good Dhings al the hand of God, why showld we not re-
cedee erdl et If we have gladly recerved from God the
goods of this earth, why should we not receive more
cheerfully tribulations, which are far more uscful to us
than worldly prosperity > St Grregory informs us that,
as tlame fanned by the wind increases, so the soul is
made perfect when she is oppressed by tribulations.”

To holy souls the most severe afflictions are the
temptations by which the devil impels them 1o offend
God: but they who bear these temptations with pa-
ticnce, and banish them by turning to God for help,
shall aequirve great merit. AAud, savs St Paul, God is
St ful, who will not siffer vou to be tempted above that
ALK you wie able, byl woill also make dssue with the tempta-

PeCrax Christi clavis est pavadisi. " —7Zu L Jom. dv Divite

S Deus tentavit cos, et invenit illos dignos se."—Sap. il s

o Quem enim diligit Dominus, castigal 3 flagellar autem omnem
ilivm quem recipit. " — /2704, Nii. 6,

PrOSE bona suseepimus de manu Dei. mala quare non suscipiamus ?°

~/

ii. 10,
Tanis flatu premiur, ut ereseat,” fop XNy
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tion that you may be able to bear it God permits us o be
molested by temptations, that, by banishing them, we
may gain greater merit.  Alessed, says the Lord, are
they that mowrn, for they shall be conforted”  They are
blessed, because, according to the Apostle, our tribula-
tions are momentary and very light, compared with the
greatness of the glory which they shall obtain for us tor
eternity in heaven.  For that which s at present monen-
tary and lght of our b ibulation, worketh for us above meas-
wre exceedingly an cternal welght of glory.”

It is necessary, then, sayvs Sto John Chrysostom, to
bear tribulations in peace, for if vou accept them with
resignation, vou shall gain great wmerit @ but if you sub-
mit to them with reluctance, vou shall increase, instead
of diminishing vour misery.” 1 owe wish to be saved,
we must submit to trials.  7Z%rough many trididlations we
west enter into the kingdosr of God” N\ great servant o<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>